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Luxury cruise ship to house Games tourists
Norweigan Star will moor near Lions Gate Bridge, website says
BY JEFF LEE, VANCOUVER SUN JANUARY 9, 2009

2010 OLYMPICS I An Edmonton-based travel company is advertising luxury cruise-ship 
accommodations in Vancouver Harbour for the 2010 Winter Games.

In what is the first confirmed example of plans to house tourists aboard cruise ships during the 
Olympics, Newwest Travel says it has an agreement with Norwegian Cruise Line to bring in its 
nearly-300-metre-long Norwegian Star, a 2,240-passenger cruise ship, to Vancouver for the Games.

Newwest president Dennis Laliberte did not respond to several requests for interviews. But promotional 
material on the company's website indicates the ship would be moored at the Vancouver Wharves bulk 
marine terminal near the Lions Gate Bridge in the District of North Vancouver.

Norwegian Cruise Lines, based in Miami, Fla., told The Vancouver Sun it would not comment on any 
charter negotiations it has had with Newwest. But it said it was aware that Newwest was promoting the 
Norwegian Star in its online ads.

It said that notwithstanding any charter negotiations, the company doesn't have any regularly 
scheduled cruise tours to Vancouver during the Olympics.

Kinder Morgan, the company that operates the Vancouver Wharves terminal, confirmed Thursday that 
it was negotiating with Newwest Travel Special Projects 2010 LP to moor the Norwegian Star from 
early February 2010.

The terminal, known for its piles of yellow sulphur, has five deep-sea berths and is one of two major 
sulphur export terminals in Port Metro Vancouver.

Kinder Morgan bought the terminal from the British Columbia Railway in April 2007 for $40 million.

North Vancouver District Mayor Richard Walton said he was aware of the cruise ship plans and hopes 
it will boost the municipality's economy.

"I'm quite excited about the prospect of this," Walton said. "Hopefully it will mean extra traffic for our 
businesses."

While the Newwest Travel plan looks promising, it still isn't a sure bet. Lexa Hobenshield, a 
spokeswoman for Houston-based Kinder Morgan, said the company began negotiations with Newwest 
about three months ago.

"At this point, those discussions are ongoing and no agreement has been reached for the use of our 
berths," she said.

On its website, Newwest says the Norwegian Star will leave Los Angeles on Feb. 6 and arrive in North 
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Vancouver four days later, just before the Olympic Games.

The Newwest proposal is the first of at least two by travel companies wishing to use cruise ships for 
Olympic-related accommodation.

North Vancouver City is negotiating with another company, The Deap Group, which wants to use the 
old Versatile Shipyards docks to moor two smaller cruise ships.
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